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even better. All are tolerant of a wide range
of soil conditions. They will even take some
alkalinity as long as the moisture levels are
good. They are perhaps the best magnolias
in this regard.

Now we come to the stellatas them-
selves which again did well in the Top Ten
survey. They seem to be able to take about
4'C (25°F)of frost. There are plenty of good
whites (which I prefer) and a very good new
pink, ‘Jane Platt’. They are mostly quite
small and for this reason if for no other
should be the mainstay of any magnolia col-
lection even in the coldest parts of Britain.

Late March and into April is the main
magnolia season for most of us. It is bedev-
illed by those unexpected frosts which can
turn a marvellous display into a mess of
brown mush. Which are the toughest mag-
nolias for this main period? Forget the beau-
tiful M. denudata, it is much too fragile.
Forget the M. x soulangeana hybrids too as
they can give a good account of themselves
in a sheltered suburb but the blooms are
casily frosted in the country. In any case,
there are better plants around. M. x
soulangeana are all M. denudara x M. [ili-
iflora and lack any real depth of colour
(although the whites cleatly do not suffer in
this regard). What we need is a dash of that
splendid M. campbellii pink, clear, strong
and with hardly any blue. We must look at
hybrids but first, what about those magnif-
icent Asiatic tree magnolias, M. campbelli,
M. sprengeri, M. sargentiana and M.
dawsoniana

All T can say is that I have found them
hard to grow. | have one M. campbellii var.
mollicomata not doing badly in a sheltered
spot. I would probably not have tried it but
it was sold to me as M. ¢ylindrica. Thinking
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it would be relatively small, I put it in rather
too close to other trees and shrubs. These
gave it shelter and, in spite of some bark
split, it shot up through the lot and is now
a source of great joy. Also in this category I
have one M. dawsoniana ‘Clarke’ which
appears to be untroubled. But I have lost
plenty of the others. Of course, I will keep
trying but for most people in the colder
parts of Brirain, I would stick to the
hybrids. They will reward you well.

Todd Gresham was a gifted and highly
productive American propagator. Working
with existing first generation hybrids, he
produced new hybrids that were, in essence,
one quarter M. campbellii. The rest of the
mix, if you analyse it, is basically a cockrail
of M. denudata and M. liliiflora. The results
include whites, such as the green-tinged
‘Elisa Odenwald” and the sumptuous
‘David Clulow’ (another Top Ten entry).
There are reliable pinks such as ‘Heaven
Scent’ and ‘Peppermint Stick’, rich dark
colours such as ‘Joe McDaniel’ and
bicoloured forms such as ‘“Todd Gresham'.
There is even a M. campbellii look-alike in
‘Frank Gladney’, perhaps having not quite
the clarity of pink as M. campbellii itself but
the same cup-and-saucer shape and a lovely
hybrid. All these plants are a good bet for
colder Britain and will have no trouble with
our winters. Their flowers can’t stand much
frost, maybe a degree or so, but most flower
quite late so they have a fair chance of
escaping the worst. They are much more
interesting and varied than M. X
soulangeana.

If T increase the mix to half M. camp-
bellii we may look for the most part to New
Zealand. From there is the wonderful ‘Star
Wars' with that extra touch of fieriness in



the bloom making it deservedly in every-
ones Top Ten. And then, of course, there
are the splendid Jury hybrids. All T can say
is that I have lost more than have survived.
[am on my third “Vulcan’ which isnt doing
too badly but the buds often damp off in
winter. Only ‘Star Wars’ seems tough
enough for me. I have hopes of ‘Serene’ and
‘Apollo” which I have planted in a more
favourable spot as I would love to succeed
with these two beauties. Also I must try
‘Cacerhays Surprise’ which shares the same
general parentage but is not easy to find.

There are of course plenty of other
hybrids. I would not bother with the
Pickards although I do like ‘Pickard’s
Schmetterling’ with its strong wine-red
stripe. They are quite easily frosted. The so-
called “Eight Little Girls” from de Vos and
Kosar are worth considering if you want
something that stays fairly small. They are
hybrids of M. stellata and M. Lliiflora.
‘Susan’ and ‘Pinkie’ are my favourites
which, although special, flower quite late
and can take 2 or 3'C of frost (28-27"F)
when in bloom.

Then there are the interesting hybrids
which include M. sprengers, M. sargentiana
or M. dawsoniana in their blood. It is hard
to generalise about these but I love ‘Forest
Pink’ and ‘Caerhays Belle’. Both are thriv-
ing for me. Indeed ‘Caerhays Belle’ is my
most spectacular magnolia to date, with
huge clear pink blooms at least 25cm (10in)
across. But I don't think either has any spe-
cial frost bloom resistance. Much more reli-
able, indeed indispensable for those of us in
the colder parts of Britain, is the late-flow-
ering M. “Spectrum’. It is a hybrid of M. [ili-
iflora ‘Nigra’ x M. sprengeri ‘Diva’ and well
up in the Top Ten. It is striking in flower,
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deep red-purple in bud, opening to pinker
shades. Perhaps I have been lucky, but it has
never suffered from frosting in my garden.
M. *Galaxy’ is a sister seedling and said to be
similar,

Now we must consider the yellows.
These are all bred from M. acuminata, an
American native. Arguments rage about
which is the best but all are as tough as old
boots, easy to grow and flower very late. M.
‘Elizabeth’ is everyone’s favourite. Mine is
determinedly going white on me, rather
than the pale butter-cream that it should be
but I still love it and it is well up in the Top
Ten. [ also like M. Yellow Bird' which is a
good strong colour, but the flowers do get
mixed up in the emerging foliage, while
Maurice Foster recommends M. ‘Lois’.
With the same M. acuminata parentage
come the peaches, such as M. “Woodsman’
and M. ‘Eva Maria'. Not everybody likes
these with their curious mixrure of yellow
and mauve but hardy they certainly are.

Splendid news for our purposes is the
emergence of M. acuminata hybrids that are
a much truer pink. There is still a touch of
yellow but in 2001 the late August Kehr
said that M. ‘Daybreak’ was his best mag-
nolia yer — which is saying something. To
the best of my knowledge it is not yer gen-
erally available in this country.

Finally there are the summer-flowering
magnolias — no frost problems to worry
about here. Magnolia grandiflora is indis-
pensable if you have a wall. The others do
not in general need the wall. Mine are not
exactly romping away and I suspect they
need a little more acid in the soil than I can
provide. M. wilsonii (another Top Ten) is
said to be less fussy and certainly mine does
well. For me, M. sieboldii is the best of the
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rest and a welcome show from late May.
There are also some interesting hybrids, A4.
‘Nimbus for example.
So my recipe for success in colder
Britain is
& start with M. zenii (if you can get it)
# add the M. x loebneri hybrids and a few
stellatas
¢ get at least a small trolley load of
Greshams
¢ take your pick of the yellows and the sum-
mer flowerers
& on no account forget M. ‘Spectrum’
¢ and if you have a sheltered spot by all
means try one or two of the Jury hybrids.
Of course, local microclimates may
mean that you can be a licde less cautious,
even in colder Britain. There is the marvel-
lous collection on the RHS Garden Wisley’s
well-covered Battleston Hill and Maurice
Foster doesn't do too badly on his Kentish
ridge. As for me I have occasionally thought
of taking up collecting car numbers when I

survey those ‘brown’ magnolias — a new
shade, I tell my neighbours. But the year
rolls round to M. zenii and 1 count my
blessings. Mishaps there may be, but beau-
tiful successes also and rich foliage through-
out the rest of the year. Truly a genus at

which to marvel!
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PHOTOGRAPHIC COMPETITION

The Competition was well supported again, although with less entries than in 2000. As
usual the task of judging was not casy. The winner of the first prize was a regular entrant,
Dr G B Hargreaves, with a fine picture of an unknown yellow magnolia cultivar (Fig. |
24). Second was Mr C F Taylor (Fig. 25) with a excellent study of an old favourite R.
“Vulcan' ("Mars” x R. griersonianum). Third was Mr C R Waddington’s portrait of an
interesting Maddenia cross R. dalhousiae x R. lindleyi (Fig. 26). An extra class was intro-
duced this year for the Best Entry by the partner of a Member, and this year’s winner is
Mrs ] D Bottle (Fig. 27) with a print of R “White Swan’ (R. decorum x ‘Pink Pearl’).

The Competition will be run again in 2002, so please remember to take pho-
tographs of any of the three genera next spring, in your own garden or elsewhere, and
enter the best. Philip Evans
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NEW HYBRIDS

FROM

HAaNns HACHMAN

(]

GERALD DIXON

ost rhododendron enthusiasts will

have at least a few of Hans
Hachmann’s hybrids in their collection,
probably some of the many Rhododendron
yakushimanum crosses that have been so
popular over the last 15 years. Few of us
realise that this represents only a fraction of
the work of this prolific hybridiser. He has
many other successful introductions to his
name, including dwarf rhododendrons,
evergreen and deciduous azaleas, Cornus,
Hamamelis, Kalmia and a large selection of
Potentilla.

Born in Barmstedt in 1930 in the heart
of the north German nursery area of Hol-
stein, his father a successful fruit grower,
Hans Hachmann had the ideal background
on which to build his extremely productive
nursery business. While working as a young
nurseryman for Johann Bruns, the largest of
the north German nurseries, he also had the
opportunity to spend many hours in the
nearby rhododendron park of the great rho-
dodendron breeder Dietrich Hobbie.

Since then, he has made around 5,000
crosses, on average 100 per year, resulting in
more than 400 new varieties. Of these, the
well-known R. yakushimanum hybrids are
just a small part. One might be tempted by
the sheer number of crosses made, to
assume that some of them may have been

indiscriminate, but this is not the case. The
contention of Hans Hachmann is that the
hybridiser can never really be sure what to
expect, especially with crosses involving
hybrids, and that exceptional results are, by
definition, only possible by raising adequate
numbers of seedlings. However each of his
crosses has been made with a particular goal
in mind, often with astounding success. His
systematic re-introduction of specific char-
acteristics, sometimes over six or more gen-
erations, has proved to be a reliable method
of attaining the required results.

My own experience of Hans Hach-
mann’s hybrids began in the late 1970s with
such plants as ‘Bernstein’, ‘Creminrose’,
‘Ornament’, ‘Kokardia’, ‘Maharani’, ‘Nicol-
ine’, ‘Sammetglut’ and ‘Simona’. Many of
these are still commercially available but
most have been superseded by the develop-
ments of the last two decades. It is this con-
tinual combination of his best crosses to
produce even better hybrids, over a time-
span of nearly 50 years, that makes Hans
Hachmann’s work so fascinating.

During a visit to his nursery in spring
this year, together with my friend Hans
Robenck, Hobbie’s former head gardener, it
was suggested that more should be done to
popularise some of these wonderful new
hybrids we saw in his display garden. After
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